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the Act of Parliament before mentioned, all British subjects holding or
exercising any office or employment under the King, or the East India
Company are prohibited from demanding or receiving any sum of money,
or other valuable thing as a gift or present, or under colour [cover] thereof,
and that the same shall be deemed and taken to be extortion, and shall
be proceeded against and punished as such. We entreat, that Your High-
ness will be pleased to attend to this act of the British legislature, and
that you will on no occasion, directly or indirectly, give any sum of
money or other valuable thing, as a gift or present, to any of our servants,
of any denomination whatever.
[10] With respect to the assignment, which your Highness was
pleased to make of the revenues of your country in December 1781^ we
consider that transaction as a proof of Your Highness being impressed
with the necessity there then was, of vigorous application of every resource
the Carnatic could afford, for the expulsion of the common enemy from
our territories.
[11] If it had suited the views and feelings of Your Highness to
have acquiesced in the continuance of that agreement, we are disposed to
think, from past experience of its effect during its continuance, that bene-
ficial consequences might have resulted from it, for discharging the ex-
pences which the war [h]as necessarily brought upon Your Highness, but
we are eager to embrace every opportunity of removing anxiety from the
mind of Your Highness, and of evincing our firm intention to support
you in all your rights and privileges, and even to make concessions to
your feelings, although in some degree prejudicial to our own interest,
we have therefore ordered our President, with whom the agreement was
made, to make a surrender of the assignment.
[12]   But having, by the cession of the assignment, thus manifested
to Your Highness and to all India, how little we wish to encroach on the
rights or possessions of the native princes, it is fit thai: we take effectual
care to guard our own.    By the peculiar relation which the British Gov-
ernment and possessions in the Carnatic bear to those of Your Highness
and the Rajah of Tanjore, as well as by several specific agreements, the
sword for the general defence of that country is placed in our hands, and
no consideration will induce us, for one moment, to surrender it; towards
its support, whether in time of war or in time of peace, it is reasonable
that the countries protected by it should contribute,  in proportion to
their respective revenues, and it must tend to evince to mankind the justice
of this claim, and reconcile the minds of Your Highness and your descen-
dants, to a permanent and willing payment thereof, that the amount be
not arbitrary or ascertained under agreements entered into in moments
of difficulty, but such as depend upon the most obvious principles of
equity.   At present Your Highness  pays  the whole  expences,  ordinary
and extraordinary, of ten battalions in our service, and the Rajah, in
virtue of his own offer, pays four lacks of pagodas, per annum.   Amongst
so neatly connected together, we hold the equitable principle to
a fait account be taken of the annual amount in time of peace